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Contras’ sudden wealth
a well-guarded mystery

appeal for aid to Nicaraguan ret-
ugees and $220,000 was collected.
But Joseph Luman, a lawyer for
ﬂ,leﬂm;Ptlntheldthedmner,said
N0 money reached
refugees and the donations bared!’;
Oo}.'ereq the cost of the affair.

By Nicholas M. Horrock
and Ternry Atlas
phlenoo Tribune
- WASHINGTON—There is a growing
mystery about where anti-Sandinista
forces obtained funds to finance their
major late-summer offensive against the
Nicaraguan government in the absence of
overt U.S. assistance.

n&t:view' with rebel leaders, admipis-.nﬂ
tra officials, congressional aides :
American supporters of the rebels
that in the last four months the rebels have
m $10 million to $1S million in mili-

m?ti.l!ﬁlw:j."(!lnmormsaid.
18 not clear how the “humani-
tarian assistance” could immedi-
ately be converted to military aid
or used to pay debts incurred for
weapons. '

that rebel military operations had
virtually ceased and ammunition
was rationed to four bullets a day
for each man.

his infusion of money, moreover, does
not reflect any portion of the $27 million in
“humanitarian assistance’” approved by
administra-

Reagan
tion officials said it would be several more
months before the first payments reach
Central America.

Yet anti-Sandinista forces, known as con-
tras, have new equipment, including a DC-
4 cargo aircraft, and have conducted mili-
tary operations deep into Nicaragua.

Congressional opponents of American in-
volvement in Nicaragua are trying to de-
termine whether the administration has
found a way to divert A 1erican assistance

to the groups, possibly by urging Hon-
duras, El Salvador or Oostn.Ricatosecret-
lysharetheirU.S.aidthhtlnrebels.
Nearly $900 million in U.S. military and
civilian assistance was directed to the

believe the rebels have
FDN], sa e

been]able };o%in loans from internation-
al banks or foreign countries using the
promise of American “humanitarian as-

Opponen }
method would be a violation of Congress
intent that the U.S. not actively support the
guerrilla war.

Administration officials and rebel
refused to say where the

money comes from but deny it violates

Singlaub said he believes about
one-third of the funds came from
private U.S. contributors and the
remainder from several foreign
countries and foreign businesses
that had property seized by the
Sandinistas. He said the donors
wanted t0 remain anonymous to
avoid retaliation from Nicaragua
and the Soviet Union.

No other country has publicly
revealed financial support for the
rebels, though Honduras has given
them sanctuary and Costa Rica
has provided a de facto, if not
formal, haven. Nor has any major
international business organization
been identified with the movement.

There also is no strong evidence
cgsmaior sources of money in the

anglaub declines to estimate the

" donations by his own group, the

U.S. Council on World Freedom.
Soldier of Fortune magazine,

which has appealed to readers for
equipment, estimates its 1985 con-
tributions at $20,000.

The most publicized single fund-
raising event, a gala dinner here
last April 15, was buoyed when
President Reagan made a broad

does not include the provision of

‘ food, clothing, medicine and other
la g,
rebels bt $18 Silon Do the humanitarian’ assistance, and' it
[ 1Ing ald.

weapons, weapons systems, am-
munition or other equipment, vehi-
fo° iafict senal which can be used
se!

death " ‘ bodily harm or

By Labor Day, the State Depart-
House a plan for admmistecing ooe

I8¢ a p. or i

774 million. A new office is to be
created in the department to han-

dle aid requests from the rebels
and there will be independent au-
dits to assure cm“fo that the
money is going for approved pur-
ci:iases rather than military sup-
plies.

The contras would buy the sup-
plie:'.I anq ar‘xi,ange for their deltil\;
ery, leaving Washington to pay ¢
bills. What types of supplies Wash-
ington will authorize remains to be
settled, but officials suggested the
line may be drawn more narrowly
than desired by rebel leaders such
as Calero, who wants ‘‘humani-
tarian aid’’ to include flak jackets,
boots, radios and small aircraft.

“There is no way we’re going to
come through with Calero’s laun-
dry list until we see if Congress is
going to buy it,” said an adminis-
gaugn official. ““It's just too sensi-

ve.
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